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You missed a great night
see over for details.

& look out 23
for those 35MHz bargain’s $
as members Trade up to

2.4GHz # &
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For all you budding David Baileys and Paparazzi get clicking. This October’s club night we be holding

More hints and tips from a Fun Fly photographic competition for members and their families! Prizes for overall winner and
one of our favourite runners up.
modellers Categories Rules
&) * Testyour | . pgest Action Shot 1. Each member can enter 3 images per category
mental strength and Aero . 2. All photos must be taken at one of this years Fun Fly’s
trivia knowledge. So what | - Best Static Shot ! i i
rivia ge. I Family members can enter 1 image per category
was the weight of the - Best Show Shot "I Allimages should be A5 size / A5 mount maximum (Colour or B&W)
Wright Brothers plane . Most Dramatic — #!' Images must not be retouched unless their entered into the Most
+ , Unusual or Arti§tic category. .
Dynamic $! Allimages must have a label on the rear stating:
& Lo - the category it's entered in,
- Most Artistic the Fun Fly it was taken at, and
& - the photographers name. NO competitors name to be shown on the front.

Preferably images should have a title / description.




There’s Snow’s Stopping Some!

Yes the weather has daunted some of us and kept us in with our modelling boards as its too cold or wind for us fair weather
flyers. But some of our members never let the weather get in the way of a few hours flying. A few weekends ago I'm sure
you all remember waking up on Sunday to a decent covering of Snow and whilst most of us buried ourselves under the
Duvets some were out flying in the sun and snow! Pls Notice Bright Blue Sky over the field! See it is nice some times. Chris
B assures us that the bottom right picture is his plane knife edging and not flying over head! ~ There all Mad!!!

Have you spotted a problem? See back page for answer.

Design, Build & Fly Night

March 26th 2008 and a good number of intrepid designers descend on Rushall Labour club to compete for the inaugural
GMAC indoor design, build & fly title. It all started very light hearted, but as the evening wore on it was clear that we have
some quite competitive members.

By the end of the night it was also clear that the art of aero modelling sits squarely with a "certain" age group. Most of us
might be pretty good with ARTF's, but for knowledge of how to make a simple shape that flies properly, is trimmable and
can be made to work as designed without control inputs, lies firmly within our senior member section, hats off to them.
Congratulations go to Mike Elliott who one the distance and duration with Graham coming second, Pete Davis gets the
curved flight title with his 90° crowd decapitator as we all ducked and Chris B got the most dramatic flight with his clime
and dive (aerobatics?) flight!

Make sure you attend all our club nights as Chris B & Chris M are planning our next Build & Fly Challenge and they may
be spring it upon on us in July! — so make sure you don’t miss it and cancel that holiday!
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A Brief History of Walsall Airfield (Aldridge)

Kindly submitted by Keith Scattergood

Sprawling suburbs and the demands for industrial land have
obliterated many of our wartime airfields. In the case of Walsall
airfield, not only does it still exist but it also still looks like an
airfield and would easily accommodate modern light aircraft
today. Thankfully, a sympathetic local council protects the site as
a park open to the general public and an enthusiastic model aero
club (Greenacres MAC) help to preserve the history of flying.

Considering the huge public interest and support for aviation in
the 1920s, Walsall Council suggested that the town needed an
airfield of its own. Some 230 acres of land were purchased on the
north eastern side of Walsall, south of Aldridge. The exact
location was east of where Walsall Road meets Longwood Lane,
with Bosty Lane running along the northern edge. The main
runway was started in mid 1933 and was initially 830 yards long
and a generous 150 yards wide with scope for extension at the
eastern end.

The first occupants of the airfield were the Walsall Aero Club who
struggled for a couple of years and then reformed into the South
Staffordshire Flying Club which began to thrive and on the 4" July
1935 organised an air show to officially open Walsall Airport.

Not long after, a Dudley based engineering company named
Helliwells Ltd considered building a new factory on the western
boundry of the airfield which commenced in late 1935 with access
from the Walsall Road. More hangars were built for the flying club
and the east-west runway extended.

One of the highlights of Walsall's pre-war history was on 2" July
1938 when an airshow was organized by the resident club and
The Midland Gliding Club from Handsworth. The highlight of the
day was a display in front of over 6000 people by Amy Johnson in
a Kirby Kite glider who unfortunately crashed on her third landing
but without serious injury.

In July 1938 the Air Ministry established a new organization
called the Civil Air Guard. Flying clubs and schools throughout
the country were subsidised to train civilian pilots. This was
obviously influenced by events in Europe. Walsall played its part
in training many new pilots.

A final club airshow was held on 1% July 1939 and within a few
weeks the country was at war and Walsall Airport was closed to

flying.
Now well-established in their new factory Helliwells were engaged

in the production of small aircraft components for the Anson,
Blenheim, Gladiator, Hart, Hurricane, Wellesley and Whitley.

All flying at Walsall became the responsibility of Helliwells during
the war years, much of it by their chief test pilot Peter Clifford.
Their first major and longest running contract with the Air Ministry
was the uncrating and assembly of hundreds of North American
Harvards. Repair contracts for Hurricanes ran side by side with the
Harvard work and later followed assembly of the Douglas DB-7
Boston and Havoc twin engined bombers.

These aircraft would be skillfully flow out of Walsall to Perton
(Wolverhampton) for full air testing.

By 1943 all runways had been completed which formed a
triangular pattern and gave pilots much more flexibility in landing
and taking off. It was about this time that a large circular concrete
pad was laid on the southern side of the airfield for aircraft
compass calibration. This is still in place today.

Post war, Helliwells won another contract for the refurbishment of
Supermarine Seafires and Harvards which were delivered by road
and afterwards flown off from the grass airfield to RAF Castle
Bromwhich for air testing. Ironically, work continued on the Havoc
but this time dismantling and scrapping. By 1956 the last Harvard
to be refurbished left the airfield and within a few months Helliwells
moved to ElImdon (Birmingham Airport) and the airfield closed to

flying.

The spirit has been kept alive to this day by Greenacres Model
Aero Club and Spitfires, Hurricanes, Harvards and many other
types can still be seen performing realistic demonstrations in
miniature.

No credit is taken for the content of this articM.information being
gained from “Staffordshire Airfields In The Secdndrld War” by
Martyn Chorlton. We are always looking for mateidad ideas for this
newsletter help us to develop your club and itsvitis.
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There is a safety issue with a few 2.4Ghz Futaba TM 7 and 6EX.

It looks like the best way to test for this fault is to visit a model shop that has the Ripmax test receiver. See Clive or Alan at the Model
Shop Stonall they can check your TX. It also seems that even if your Tx passes that test, it can subsequently become zero coded if you
switch it on and back off too quickly. The symptoms are as in note 4) on the Ripmax advice.

You are advised to carry out the tests suggested on the BMFA page if you intend to fly alongside other users of the same type of Tx..

Remember - Safety is your responsibility.

For up to date info see links on the homepage of www.greenacresmac.co.uk

TM7 Latest: Ripmax now have an exchange programme for affected modules.

See if yours needs swapping at www.Ripmax.com
6EX Latest:

Check it is not zero coded at a model shop. After any loss of binding, get it checked again. If you intend flying alongside

another 6EX user, check that you cannot control each others plane while still on the ground. We believe that there will be an exchange

program for affected 6EX transmitters very soon.

Answer to Picture Question:

There’s only one wheel on the plane the snow dislodged the other on take off hence the on nose landing

Produced by Greenacres MAC — Please forward any comments to chrisd@greenacresmac.co.uk (GMAC Secretary)




